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"I suggest this statement is correct for [some invertebrate
species]. Probably microclimate and prey availability are the
primary determinants . . .; thus fa.unal association is not strictly

related to floral composition."

Strongly agree Strongly disagree No comment

1 2 3 4 5

Question 6. Our last question from the first round mentioned some
possible issues that could be researched. The following comments
reflect the breadth of the responses and we ask you to indicate

your agreement or disagreement with these opinions.

6a)Minimum population size-how small is viable?

Most people who responded to this simply felt we have very little

practical information.

Strongly agree Strongly disagree No comment

1 2 3 4 5

One respondent treated this as an area question for invertebrates

and said 0.5 ha would provide some reasonable viability.

Strongly agree Strongly disagree No comment

12 3 4 5

What priority would you give to research directed at question 6a?

High priority Low priority No comment
12 3 4 5

6b)Indicator species-Can one or a few species indicate the health

of a community?

"...systematists can pinpoint [invertebrate] indicator species"

Strongly agree Strongly disagree No comment

1 2 3 4 5

"...Yes, I think a few species (a guild) can indicate the 'health'
(I am not crazy about this term) of an ecosystem."

i
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Strongly agree Strongly disagree No comment

12 3 4 5

"I would be surprised. A community is often an open-ended

assemblage of interacting populations (species) . . .A few species can
only serve this purpose if representing an entire, integral link

process."

Strongly agree Strongly disagree No comment

1 2 3 4 5

" . . .perhaps not, for pine systems-since they are often not terminal
successional communities, at least not in site region 5E [central

Ontario]"

Strongly agree Strongly disagree No comment

1 2 3 4 5

What priority would you give to research directed at question 6b?

High priority Strongly disagree No

comment

12 3 4 5

6c)Habitat management as a surrogate for species management-can we

assume we will conserve all species by conserving forest ecotypes?
Please note we should have used the word 'most' instead of 'all' in

this statement.

" combination of landscape mosaic management and examination of
habitat needs of 'indicators' or .sensitive spp. is required."

Strongly agree Strongly disagree No comment

12 3 4 5

"...this-Question is conservation oriented. Conservation is very

worthy etc. but does not. help answer the scientific question: Why
are old-growths more species diverse than other forests? Why does
IL. stiklow (Higgins) only live in old growths in BC.-.To answer

"these question we need to study not just conserve."

Strongly agree Strongly disagree No comment
12 3 4 5
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"No, but it is probably the most practical/economical/pragmatic

approach and will be successful for the vast majority of species."

Strongly agree Strongly disagree No comment

12 3 4 5

d) Habitat variable selection-can we describe ecosystems (ecotypes,

habitat types) using forestry measurements or simple vegetation

variables?

"No, these measurements oversimplify the intricacies and dynamics

of species interactions with biotic and abiotic processes ."

Strongly agree Strongly disagree No comment

12 3 4 5

"I don't believe so...although the Forest Ecosystem Classification

for North West Ontario (Sims et al.) goes a long way towards this,

the insect fauna is neglected and needs study."

Strongly agree Strongly disagree No comment

1 2 3 4 5

"Yes,-[there is] much room for fine tuning our descriptors, but
this task is much easier (infinitely so) than tackling species one

at a time."

Strongly agree Strongly disagree No comment

■ 1 2 3 4 5

What priority would you give to research directed at this question?

High priority Low priority No comment

12 3 4 5
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Question 7. What ecosystem functions do you think are most effected

by timber harvest? (Rank from 1 to 4 with 1 most effected and 4

least effected)

Alteration of nutrient cycling and energy flow as the food ?

chain is disrupted.'

Loss of microhabitats due to changes in species j
composition and structure such as reduction in accumulation of

woody debris, and standing deadwood as well as the concomitant

changes in microclimate.

Altering spatial organization and reducing species

dispersal; 'by interfering with spatial structure over large f

areas (eg. isolating old growth patches from each other or from

other landscape elements) we risk species survival over long time

periods'.

Loss of optimal habitat for some species where

reproductive success is.highest.

Question 8. On the topic of timber harvest do you agree or

disagree with the following statements?

"Selective cuts may have fewer effects on ecosystem functions than

clear cuts since these may resemble the affect of windthrows...Thus

to mimic, natural processes any timber harvest in old pine must be

selective (not cutting the biggest and best trees however)."

Strongly agree Strongly disagree No comment

12 3 4 5

"...pine forests have a fire origin. Through logging we prevent

normal successional stages from occurring and so those forests

regenerate into new forest types"

Strongly agree Strongly disagree No comment

12 3 4 5

Do you have any comments to make?

Do you give the authors permission to show your responses to interested researchers?

Yes Yes but remain anonymous No
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Please indicate whether or not you would like to receive a copy of the

recommendations for study of old growth pine forests.

Send copy ■ Delete from mailing list

Thank you very much for your time in filling out this questionnaire.
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