


Conclusron :

‘ 'Studles to date 1ndlcate that old—growth forests undergo therr greatest changes n. bromass

o 'woody debris- and 1 necromass and in the d1vers1ty of certam types of plant species, at about
L . the ‘age of 140-years.. ‘On more productlve s1tes estrmates of bromass for example d1d
~'i.not peak unt1l approx1mate1y 200-years of : age It appears that site (quality rather than’ * :
s stand age per se is the ‘main factor n detenmmng when these changes occur and how SRR
qulcklytheyprogress "_f_ S - : S ‘

' ,_OLD GROWTH PINE? S
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: : IWHAT PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE IN UNDERSTANDING

; ‘;To the questlon What 1S the present status of old-growth forest"" an answer can be

" given'in cubic metres of wood plant species dlversrty, squrrrel populatron levels,’ or

. amount of woodpecker habrtat Each answer is vahd to the concern behmd the questron

o

e ~Careful accurnulatron of 1nfonnat10n about forest resources is the ﬁrst step ona long road
"t to answermg the ecological ~aspects of the questlon ‘Much mforrnatron has already been i -
;collected and is w1de1y available. A geographlc mformatlon system (GIS) database for. . .
~ j_“whlte and red pine stands i the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Forest Regron has been - .'

‘ » ... compiled by t the Forest Landscape Ecology Program at the Ontano Forest Research

DU ‘Inst1tute :

: %:The Forest Landscape Ecology Program (Baldwm et al 1994) has also developed a”

I “software package known as "GIS based Rankrng System for Prne" or "GRASP", to map BN

- 'answers to basic questrons about the extent’ and drstnbutron of pine stands,:and also to:
- more’ d1fﬁcult questions about management opnons -The stand information provrded
' through the program includes-arnount of i interior, degree of 1solatron disturbance;

- remoteness; soils and b10physrographrc condmons These attnbutes can- be selected by i
|~ managers to. "rank" stands for a-chosen purpose. .The GRASP manual prov1des examples
- of analyses for trmber allocatron and’ wﬂdhfe management L -

- The socral context of the- ecologrcal quest10n has recerved much attentron in recent years

‘following the lead of Our Commion Future (World' Commission on. Envrronment and -

L ! Development 1987) A nuinber of OMNR reports have struggled to set out a vision or.

- 'c,'dlrectlon for resource managerent. Among these are the following titles: Dzrectzon 90 5

o5

. ,(OMNR 1991) and Diversity:- Forests, People; Comminities (Ontario- Forest Policy Panel‘,,‘ - .

: 1993) Merriam of Carleton Umversrty (1994) has also produced a useful strategy for S

L *.'deahng w1th some of the larger issues. - o



4. At the end of the’ day;, however fulﬁlment of the v1510n must come through local ,
- vmanagement planmng, particularly timber management planmng Success at. the local level

S w111 depend in large part on an understandmg of the landscape context

: 'T.,’Please contact the F orest Landscape Ecology Program ofﬁce at the Ontano Forest

o "-‘Research Instltute if you have questrons or would like coples of thelr program documents
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